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Groundbreaking for Blo-gas plant at WEB 


Another landmark step is taken 
on Aruba’s march to 
full sustainability 



Hoevertsz and K el kboom have the honor* of placing the pipe 


ORANJESTAD ^Water-En- 
Energiebednjf Aruba N Y or 
WEE, the island's water and 
energy plant, was proud to 
host the official groundbreak¬ 


ing of what will be another 
important component in 
Aruba's independence from 
ail, a bio-gas plant, on 
Wednesday afternoon, De¬ 


cember IS. 

Directing Manager of 
WEB, Oslin J Boekhoudt, 
welcomed island engineers 
and staffers of the companies 


involved in the project to the 
plant's premises, to explain 
the importance of the project 
and how it aligns with WEB's 
ultimate purpose, to be com¬ 


pletely independent of oil, re¬ 
garding water and energy 
production, by the year 2020 

The project is a coopera¬ 
tive effort by WEB Aruba 
N. Y E ca 1 o gi c al Teclm ol o gi es 
and Trading Free Zone, to be 
built by Custom Contractors, 
a local company. It is through 
the cooperation of 

Free Zone Aruba, where 
the actual processing plant 
will be located,, it could fi¬ 
nally be realized. 

Mr. Boekhoudt explained 
the importance of the project 
as it addresses a number of is¬ 
sues involving energy 
sources, carbon emissions 
and preservation of the envi¬ 
ronment Tins first phase of 
tli eir 1 ong -t erm pi an re gar dm g 
bio-gas is expected to provide 
2MW of energy daily This is 
2% of Aruba's average re- 
quirements of 1DDMW, but 
added to the wind farm and 
solar park, winch are, or will 
be soon m operation, overall 
reduction of oil requirements 
to produce energy will be al¬ 
most 45%. 

One of the most important 
a sp ects o f thi s n ew plant will 
belts use of Aruba's output of 
refuse to produce the bio-gas, 
thus helping to solve the 
waste issue of the landfill at 
Parkietenbas. 

Continued on pg 2 




Franklin Hoevertsz, 0,J. Boekfioudt Greg Peterson, Fer¬ 
dinand Kelkhoom 


Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

6 Free hate! pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 





Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11 ;00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 




E-mail: burig e far irbci& selarneLc w - v/wwiudgetaruba.-:oin 
' AM INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE 




Obama would 
veto Iran bill 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
White House warned Thurs¬ 
day that President Barack 
Obama would veto a bill 
threatening new sanctions on 
Iran, because it could sink a 
final deal to stop Tehran get¬ 
ting a nuclear bomb 

Tlielegislation, backed by 
both Democratic and Repub¬ 
lican senators, would impose 
new sanctions on Tehran if it 
violated a six-month interim 
nuclear agreement reached 
last month or if no final deal 
is reached 

The White House appeal's 
alarmed that the move could 
undermine the Iranian nego¬ 
tiating team or offer the Is¬ 
lamic republic an excuse to 
walk away from the negotia¬ 
tions 

"This action is unneces¬ 


sary," White House 
spokesman Jay Carney said. 

"We don't think it will be 
enacted If it were enacted, 
the president would veto it. 

Twenty-six US senators 
introduced new Iran sanc¬ 
tions legislation earlier 
Thursday, despite an intense 
White House lobbying cam¬ 
paign, winch has included the 
president himself and warn¬ 
ings that the alternative to 
diplomacy is a new war m the 
Middle East. 

The Nuclear Weapon Free 
Iran Act was introduced by 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee chairman Rcbert. 
M enen d ez, fell aw D em a - 
cratic Senator Chuck 
Schumer and Republican 
Senator Mark Kirk 

Continued on p g fi 
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Mount 

Sam -1 Opm hh Sunday- Thursday 
8am' 8am hh Friday A Saturday 
Phone number 580*3904 


NOW Servinfl 

Breakfast 
lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
*6.99 



- 2Egg$ & Toast 

<4.99 



Across from Radisson Rei 

The Hl-Rlse Hotel District 





5 Burgers Aruba 


e/rvery to most 
feis & beaches" 


Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 




Burgers, Fries.. A More! 



A warm holiday thanks to the volunteers of 

Aruba Special Olympics 





Phones: (297) 537-7482 1 587-6474 Fax: (297} 587-8448 


petition. Official sponsor of 
Aruba's Special Olympics is 
Di gi cel t el e c □ minimi call ons 
providers. The annual games, 
as well as sending Aruba's 
athletes to compete in Latin 
An erica and other islands, 
are an important part o£ the 
process allowing them to 
qualify for the International 
Special Olympics, conducted 
every four years. The next 
World Summer Games will 
be held in Los Angeles, Cali¬ 
fornia m the summer o f 201S, 


Netty Williams and Arturo Werleman 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba has 
an official organization ad¬ 
ministering to the education 
and care of the island's men¬ 
tally challenged, the Sticht- 
mg Vo or Verst and el ljk 
G eh an di cap ten Aruba or 
SVGA They maintain a 
number of facilities tailored 
to the needs and capabilities 

□ f fh eir “ di ents." Ai o fish oat 

□ f the SVGA is the purely 


volunteer Arab a Sp eci al 
Olympics Committee, 
which is dedicated to 
program of providing 
healthy pastimes, while 
building confidence in 
the mentally challenged 
continually strive to be 
all they can be. 

Arturo W erl em an, 
Director of the SVGAis 
President of the Special 
Olympics board, with 
members Netty 

Williams and Dennis 
Co nr ado. Karel 

Williams is the National Di¬ 
rector of the committee 
Tin du ghaut the year, they 
are training the island's ath¬ 
letes, with the enthusiastic 
volunteer efforts and coach¬ 
ing of several members of the 
community National Games 
are conducted every October, 
so athletes and be tested and 
become accustomed to com¬ 


and Aruba's Special 
Olympic Committee is al¬ 
ready working an training 
and fundraising for a dele¬ 
gation to the event 

However, with the holi¬ 
day season upon us The 
committee board treated the 
selfless, hardworking vol¬ 
unteers to a congenial 
Christmas dinner at the 
Gnil House restaurant in 
Oranjestad, in gratitude for 
their patience and diligence 
throughout the year. The 
mellow music of local 
cabaret entertainer Dennis 
Zeppenfsldt set just the light 
tone for the enjoying the sea¬ 
son with others dedicated to 
the cause. They finished the 
evening with a sumptuous 
buffet, before taking a short 
breather until next year 


By Rosalie Klein 


Apartments 

Fully furnished studio apartments., walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day week or month excellent alternative tor your next 

vacation in Aruba, 

#143, Noord, Aruhf) 


www aasaki-apartrnents.conni 
E-mail: sasakkiparbtients@holmall.com 
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BINGO! 

MONDAY, TUESDAY & SATURDAY • 4PM | FRIDAY • 5PM 

TOTAL OF *1,500 IN CASH PRIZES! 

$ 6 for 9 games includes the Powerball. 

Buy a stamp for $ 2 to double your prizes. 

[amiitiansopp y. ■VjC'ogomcnr ibuihs ell rights. Musr bea mcnihoi oi rh; Imp Adjiniragc Club 10 pndkinnre Mur be 1 B yaurs ofogtc-- aldci. Bay r-esponsibl,'-Avmw.gmnblaiimimiyiTiuui.ciy. 


TflOPltWHH > worn BLEU '! CANA 


1 ROPK AN A E NTEHTAI NMt-N CA SINOS i ’ KOPICA N ACASIN OS.COM 

M 0C33OICAHA fMPtcSin> ^.1%^ OCSCHcak, 


1C AHA 








0330 © 

CLUB & CASINO 



J.fc IRAUSQUIN feLVD. 24£l 
Ar\Jbo. Dutch Ginibbwn 
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Groundbreaking for Bio-gas plant at WEB... 


Continued from pg 1 



Alt recipeintfoundations 


This first phase is expected to 
deploy 30% of Aruba's waste 
production from island 
homes Bio gas also produces 
far iess COO emissions than 
ail when used as hi el, which 
is also a deciding factor in 
taking tins action The plains 
to eventually increase the 
production capacity of the 
bio-gas plant to produce 
enough product to provide 
7MW worth of energy daily, 
winch will also burn up 70% 
of Aruba's garbage. 

When addressing the gath¬ 
ering, Managing Director of 
Eco-Tech, Ferdinand Kelk- 


boom stated that though this 
will be a great help in reduc¬ 
ing w r aste, it should be cou¬ 
pled with an effective and 
enforced program of recy¬ 
cling, to truly resolve this 
issue successfully 

For decades, WEE engi¬ 
neers have been conducting 
sustain ability studies of every 
alternative energy source 
under development, with a 
sharp eye to the benefits bal¬ 
anced by cost efficiency 
They have deemed tins bio- 
gas project quite worthwhile 
The plant w r ill actually be 
built and run by Ecological 


Technologies,. (Eco- 
Tech) who mil then sell 
the product to WEB at a 
long-term set price. Tins 
is a similar arrangement 
WEB has with all the ad¬ 
vanced renewable en¬ 
ergy projects on Aruba. 

For tins project the 
company has taken Dn 
the name Ecological 
Technologies and Trad¬ 
ing Freezane, because it 
will be located within 
the confines of Freezane 
Aruba, Tins allows the 
plant certain tax benefits, 
winch were necessary for the 
project to be m anyway feasi¬ 
ble. 

Ferdinand Kelkb oam part- 
nered with the Director of 
Utilities Aruba, Franklin Ho- 
evertz, far the honor of the 
" gro undbre akmg" c eremoiiy. 
where they placed the first 
piece of pipeline that will 
transport the bio - gas from the 
plant to WEB Utilities Aruba 
N V is an important partner 
in the initiation and develop¬ 
ment of Aruba's various en¬ 
ergy projects. 

Prior to the actual placing 
of the pipe, the principals in¬ 
volved in the project includ¬ 



ing Managing Director of 
Custom Contractors, Glenn 
Madura, were called forward 
to make donations to local 
foundations, as is the custom 
when commencing such 
large, multi-million florin 
pro] ects. 

25, ODD Arubi an £ o nn s 
($14,235) wa s distri buted 
among four local founda¬ 
tions Those receiving finan¬ 
cial assistance included 
Stichtmg Sociaal Fonds 
Colegm Arubano, an organi¬ 


zation assisting high school 
students in need, Huize 
M an stell a/S AEA, a full care 
facility far the elderly, Sari¬ 
ns a Veremging, which pro¬ 
vides after school activities 
and job training for the men¬ 
tally challenged, as well as 
counseling far parents, and 
Ban Um Man Pa Cna Nos 
Muchanan, which daily pro¬ 
vides a breakfast for over 7D0 
elementary school students 

By Rosalie Klein 
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Tierra del Sol Recognizes its Employees 



Last Friday around the pool 
at Tierra del Sol Golf. Spa, 
and Resort, employees came 
together for a casual celebra¬ 
tion of success Employees 
were recognized for the ex¬ 
cellent work that they are 
doing to create and support a 
great guest experience Dur¬ 
ing the evening, management 
recognized employees from 
all departments who excelled 
during the year and best re- 
fl e cte d Ti erra d el S ol' s prom - 
lse ofbemg the “Jewel of the 
Caribbean 7 ’ 

Atotal of S employees re- 
c eiv e d sp eci al re c a gniti on 
from their manager, who 
shared their accomplishments 
and presented them with a 
gift certificate, just in time for 
the holidays. 

The employees that were 
recognized were Mrs. Yvonne 
Baekhoudt of the Golf Pro 
Shop, Mr Juan Carlos 
Jimenez o f Golf M amte- 
nance, Mrs Anna Amato of 
the Restaurant Guest Serv¬ 
ices, Mrs Bemta Petrochi of 
the Restaurant Kitchen, Mrs. 
Janelyn Jiao of the Spa & 
Gym Facilities, Mrs. Endaiua 
Rosario of Villas Rental 
Services, Mr Edwin Drtega 




of Engineering, and Mrs. 
Petra Snieders of Accounting 
The recognized employees, 
together with their col¬ 


leagues, enjoyed the evening 
with food and music, as they 
look forward to a successful 
year ahead 



TL\j MaIiaI 

TYvftc of IhMa 


Havenstraat 36. 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall 
Oranjestad Tel : 5884494 


Authentic Indian Restauranl 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner; 6:00 - 10:00 pm 
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PALM BEACH- Pasco 
Herencia continues with its 
Christmas Season celebration 
Every weekend this month, pa¬ 
trons have enj oyed vanous ac¬ 
tivities while visiting the mall 
to shop, dine and enjoy the 
Christmas ambiance. 

Every Friday, island Steel- 
pan groups entertain the audi¬ 
ence with Caribbean music, 
while on Saturdays one of 
Aruba's many Gait a groups 
perform, tins delightful sea¬ 
sonal music On, Sunday, pop¬ 
ular' island vocalist Edjean 
Semeleer sets the mood with 
Ins repertoire of local and in¬ 
ternational holiday themed 
songs. 

The Kids Village is open tD 
entertain the youngsters of all 
ages through tire evening hours 

Paseo Herencia has several 
t Gift Certificate options avail¬ 
able at the Parking Cash Reg¬ 


ister, which stays open until 
midnight In case you forget to 
buy a gift, for that special per¬ 
son, tins option is an ideal so¬ 
lution The gift certificate is 
also a smart alternative gift for 
companies to give to employ¬ 
ees 

Santa Claus will be present, 
every Saturday from 7 to S 
p.m., for everyone who wants 
tD take pictures with him. The 
service is free. All pictures will 
be pasted on Paseo Herencia's 
Face Book page. Look for you 
or your child's photo, and tell 
your friends to "like" the pic¬ 
ture. The photo earning the 
most votes will receive a Paseo 
Herencia gift certificate 

"Paseo Herencia invites 
you to come enjoy our festive 
ambiance with family during 
tins Holiday Season," stated a 
mall spokesperson. 



wimm 


Opening Hours 


weekend of 


r M 




liti'MQvyo.. [Arobit ipftffe 




Stores are open during the weekends 
of December until n pm 

"Selected Stores are OPEN till IlPAT during weekdays. 

Friday - Local Steel Pan Music live on stage 
Saturday - foaaf Gaitas live on stage 
Sunday - local artist Edjean Semeleer Live on stage 

Picture taking opportunity with Santa on 
Saturday from j pm-S 


Holiday 


""dec v 

J DEC ^ 

U DEC ^ 

J DEC " 

lJAN 

24 

ft IOam-7pm 

25 

1 Stores are 

r CLOSED | 

26 

r 5pm-10pm 

31 

1, lOam-Spm 

01 

p 5pm - 1 Opm 1 


Parking available m Paseo Parking Garage at Afl 1.75 per hour 
J.E. Yrausquin Blvd.3E2-A (Situated across the Holiday Inn'iTe!. 586 6533. 
Walking distance bom the High Rise hotels 
www.paseoherenda.ccim»facebook.com/Pa seoHerencta 


F nd man 

facebaok 


Unique Cultural event to take place at Brazil Community Center on December 27 



SAN NICOLAS -The Board 
of the Brazil Community 
Center announced that it is 
organizing a tremendous cul¬ 
tural event far December 27. 
During this event culture will 
meet sport and sport will 
meet culture. 

It promises to be a unique 
show with the following ac¬ 
tivities 


A Dande show, with 10 
Dande groups will be pre¬ 
senting a dedication tD Mr. 
Concho Ras, well-known 
Dande musician for many 
years. During the show the 
Board will present handsome 
tokens to 2D bastions of the 
community who excelled in 
a variety of areas, including 
volleyball, football, taek¬ 


wondo, softball, baseball, 
volunteers,, religion, music, 
culture, ping pang, racing 
and teaching. 

Also being honored are 4 
world famous athletes whc 
are known internationally for 
baseball, drag-racing and 
taekwondo. 

To close off this unique 
event, Bonaire an group 'Es¬ 


trella di Boneiro’ will provide light the traditional Pagara, to 
entertainm ent close out th e ye ar. 

At 7 30 the Board will 



QuiiEeIy SciLluutl 


297-280-6666 



Seafood 

!4Lb Fresh Fish US$ 10.85 APIs. 19.00 

(Includes: 4^pc fund'll, fried plantains french fries, creole sauce & pickled onions) 

14Lb Fresh Shrimps US515.40 AFIs. 27.00 

(Includes; 2 -pc funchi, fried plantains french fifes, tartar sauce & pickled onions) 

Caico "Coin df in Creole or garlic sauce U5$ 2170 AFIs. 38,00 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries & fried plantain) 

Panfried Lobster 6 oi. US$ 20,00 AFIs. 35.00 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw, french fries & fried plantain) 

Special Plates 

Chicken Sate 

(Includes: french fries & peanut sauce) 

Fillet Mignon 6 oz (Angus) US$ 13.30 Afls. 32.00 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw french fries & fried plantain-)^ 

Extra side orders US$ 3.00 Afls. 5,00 V Y T 

(Rice, coleslaw, french fries, fried plantain) \J§F---.- 


LfS$ 10.85 AFIs. 19.00 


Ask for the Soup of the 1 Day 

Italiestraat II50 (Orange Plaza) 


Closed on Mondays 
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London theatre ceiling 
collapses during show, 
88 wounded 


LONDON (AFP) - The ceil¬ 
ing of a packed London the¬ 
atre collapsed on the 
audience during a perform¬ 
ance Thursday, wounding 
mare than SS people includ¬ 
ing children and leaving ter¬ 
rified theatregoers covered in 
blood and dust. 

The incident happened at 
the Apollo Theatre during the 
West End show The Curious 
Incident of the Dog m the 
Night-time" and comes the 
week before Christmas when 
London's theatres are tradi¬ 
tionally busy. 

Witnesses heard creaking 
noises in the 112-year-old 
theatre before the collapse 
but thought it was part of the 
show; before a section of the 
ceiling collapsed and brought 
down parts of the balconies 

Rescuers commandeered a 
red London double decker 
bus to transport some of the 
wounded to hospital, accord¬ 
ing to AFP j o urn all sis at the 


scene. 

Emergency services said 
that they did not believe there 
were any fatalities and that all 
those trapped after the inci¬ 
dent had now been freed 

"We have treated 31 walk¬ 
ing wounded and seven more 
senously injured patients at 
the Apollo Theatre incident," 
London Ambulance Service 
said in a statement 

There were around 72D 
people in the audience at the 
time, the London Fire 
Brigade said. 

"A section of the theatre's 
ceiling collapsed onto the au¬ 
dience who were watching 
the show The ceiling took 
parts of the balconies down 
with it,'* senior firefighter 
Nick Harding sad. 

"In my time as a fire offi¬ 
cer IVe never seen an inci¬ 
dent like this. 1 imagine lots 
of people were out enjoying 
the show m the run-up to 
Christmas." 


Obama would veto 
Iran bill 


Continued from pg 1 

"Current sanctions brought 
Iran to the negotiating table 
and a credible threat o f future 
sanctions will require Iran to 
cooperate and act in good 
faith," said Men end ez in a 
statement introducrng the leg¬ 
islation. 

It was not immediately 
clear if or when the bill could 
see a vote. Action this yeans 
highly unlikely, with the Sen¬ 
ate set. to recess this week 
until early 2014. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid has indicated he 
is opposed tD bringing such a 
bill to the floor in January, 
saying he agreed with the 
Obama administration's call 
to give the delicate negotia¬ 
tions a chance to work. 

Should the landmark in¬ 
terim deal collapse, the pro¬ 
posed sanctions would 
require Iran to reduce its ail 
production and would apply 
new penalties to the Islamic 
republic's engineering, min¬ 
ing and construction indus¬ 
tries. 

The new legislation was 
introduced as negotiations 
were set to resume Thursday 
m Geneva between Iran and 
world powers in the so-called 
P5+1 the United States, 
China, Britain, France, Rus¬ 
sia and Germany. 

Kirk warned that" app eas¬ 
ing" Iran would lead to war 
and said that any sanctions 


relief obtained by Iran would 
be converted immediately to 
more nu cl ear comp a n ent s 
and financing for terrorism 

Republican Senator Lind¬ 
sey Graham pledged that 
Congress would amass the 
two-thirds majority needed to 
override the veto if Obama 
wielded it. 

He also argued that the 
threat of new sanctions 
wo ul d sir ength en Ob am a's 
hand in diplomatic talks with 
Iran rather than scupper the 
process. 

"New r sanctions tells the 
international community that 
we're serious," he said. 

There were also signs 
Thursday that Democratic 
opinion in the Senate is split. 

Ten Democratic commit¬ 
tee chairs, including Banking 
panel leader Tun Johnson and 
Armed Services leader Carl 
Levin, expressed opposition 
to more sanctions. 

"At tins time, as negotia¬ 
tions are ongoing, we believe 
that new sanctions would 
play mta the hands of those in 
Iran who are most eager to 
see the negotiations fail," the 
senators wrote in a letter to 
Resd. 

Iran reacted angrily when 
Washington last week black¬ 
listed a dozen overseas com¬ 
panies and individuals for 
evading previous sanctions, 
which have exerted a painful 
price on its economy 



EmmistrjEJl P3-Plifza Margarita 
Downtown 

Hours: 9;30 tMM3;30 pm •!Mon Thru Sal) 
Phone: C297jS£8-5406 


New Mexico becomes 17th state to back gay marriage 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
N ew M exico's Sup rem e 
Court, backed same-sex mar¬ 
riage rights Thursday, making 
the southwestern US state the 
17th to back gay weddings. 

Rights activists hailed the 
opinion, saying it was a 'his¬ 
toric and joy fill" day for New 
Mexico and the United 
States, more than a third of 
who se states have now legal¬ 
ized same-sex unions. 

"As a state, we have al¬ 
ways strived to treat all fam¬ 
ilies with dignity and respect, 
and today's decision allowing 
loving, committed same sex 
couples to many continues 
that tradition," said Laura 
Schauer Ives, legal director 
of the American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union of New Mexico. 

"Tins truly is a historic 
and joyful day for New Mex¬ 
ico," she added 

In its 31-page opinion, 
published on the Albu- 
querque Journal's web site, 
the state's top court said "All 
rights, protections, and re¬ 


sponsibilities that result from 
the marital relationship shall 
apply equally to both same- 
gender and opposite-gender 
married couples " 

New Mexico joins 16 
other US states and the US 
capital city Washington, DC 
in legalizing same sex mar- 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States will run out of 
money to pay its bills by 
early March if Congress does 
not raise the nation's borrow¬ 
ing limit Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew said Thursday. 

In a letter to Congress, 
Lew urged lawmakers to take 
"prompt action" to once again 
extend the debt limit, after 
the legislature extended it m 
October through February 7, 
amid fears the world's largest 
economy could default on its 
debt 

When the extension ex- 


nage. The other states are: 
California, Co nn ecti cut, 

Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, 
I a wa, M ain e, M aryl and, 
M ass achusetts. Mi nne s a ta, 
N ew H amp shire, N ew J ersey. 
New York, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, and Washington 


pires on February 7, the 
United States will hit the debt 
limit again, he said 

"At that time, in the ab¬ 
sence of Congressional ac¬ 
tion, Treasury would be 
farced to take extraordinary 
measures to continue to fi¬ 
nance the government on a 
temp orary b as: s. Lew wro t e 
The Treasury currently es¬ 
timates that by using those 
measures, "we would be able 
to extend the nation's borrow¬ 
ing authority only until late 
February or early March 
2014 ■ " 


US can pay bills until early 
March: Treasury 







Friday, December 2G r 2013 


THE MORNING NEWS / INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


7 



FOOD & FUN FOR EVERYONE! 


ALL- you CAN 
EAT STEAK 



www.barneysaruba.com Palm beach 21 A Te! :+297-5S6 5420 Closed on Monday's, FOR PRIVATE PARTY'S CALL! 


Cuba lifts 50-year-old restrictions on 
car imports 



HAVANA (AFP) - Cuba an¬ 
nounced Thursday it. will allow 
unrestricted car imports for the 
first time in half a century, 
marking the end of an era that 
made icons of the island's vin¬ 
tage automobiles. 

The o ffi ci al ne wsp ap er 
Granina said the decision to 
allow cars to be imported for 
sale at market prices on the is¬ 
land was taken Wednesday by 
Cuba's council of ministers. 

It said the decision will 
gradually free up retail sales of 
all maimer of vehicles -- auto¬ 
mobiles, vans, trucks and mo¬ 
torcycles — and ends the 
practice of granting some 
Cubans special permission to 
bring m vehicles as a privilege 

Granrna acknowledged the 
so-called “letters of authoriza¬ 
tion rssued by the transport 
ministry had generated "re¬ 
sentment, dissatisfaction and. 


m not a few cases .. (were) a 
source of speculation and en¬ 
richment. " 

Holders of the letters, how¬ 
ever. will still be firstm line to 
buy cars while the new system 
is phased in, Granina said 

Opening Cuba's domestic 
cai' market to imports is likely 


to have fateful consequences 
for the lovingly maintained 
19 SDa Chevys. Fords and Pa n- 
tiacs that have survived a 50- 
year-old US embargo. 

But the changes are along- 
awaited element of President 
F_aul Castro's attempts to grad¬ 
ually liberalize Cuba's Soviet- 
style economy 


Dutch Minister says 'no' to all 
regulated marijuana production 
ideas 



THE HAGUE - Justice minis¬ 
ter Ivo Opsteiten sard on 
Thursday he remains opposed 
to any attempts to regulate 
marijuana production, despite 
mounting local authority pres¬ 
sure for change. 

Opsteiten said he has re¬ 
ceived various proposals for 
co uncii -run pro du cti on b ut that 
he has not changed Ins view 
tliat controlled growing is in 
conflict with international 
treaties. 

In total, 25 plans have been 
submitted to the minister 
These include the setting up of 
growers clubs as w r ell as more 
formal production proposals 

Export 

Opsteiten said regulating 
marijuana production will do 
nothing to ease the problems 
facing local councils. Some 
SQ% of marijuana currently 
grown in the Netherlands is for 
export and regulation w r ould 
not help combat the involve¬ 
ment of organised crime, he 
said 

At die moment it is illegal to 
grow r marijuana Tins means 


there is a grey area between the 
official policy of turning a 
blind eye towards possessing 
small amounts of marijuana 
and the supply to cannabis 
cafes, known as coffee shops 

The cabinet's priority re¬ 
mains cracking down on or¬ 
ganised growing and keeping 
tourists out of cafes where 
small amounts of cannabis can 
be sold, he said. 

Gmy arm 

Many councils are highly 
critical of official government 
poliizy on marijuana and say le¬ 


galised production would re¬ 
move organised crime from the 
equation. 

Marijuana does not fall 
from the sky,' Heerlen mayor 
Paul Depla told Trouw earlier 
tins year. 'If the minister wants 
to tackle illegal plantations, 
then the government has to 
take over growing marijuana 
itself/ 

In November, FTL said the 
Ddb Liberal party is drawing 
up draft legislation for the reg¬ 
ulated production of mari¬ 
juana. 


Muslim fanatics guilty 
of brutal British 
soldier murder 


LONDON (AFP) - Two 
Muslim extremists were 
found guilty Thursday of 
hacking to death a British sol¬ 
dier in broad daylight on a 
London street 

Michael Adebolajo, 29, 
and Michael Adebowale, 22, 
ran over Lee Rigby with a car 
before attacking him with 
knives outside lus barracks m 
May 

Adebolajo tried to behead 
Rigby with a meat cleaver m 
fin nt o f horn fi ed p as sers-b y. 

The pair had argued they at¬ 
tacked tire 25-year-old soldier 
to avenge the deaths of Mus¬ 
lims at the hands of British 

tl’DOpS. 

Prim e Mini ster D avi d 
Cameron said Britain was 
united in condemnation of the 
killing, winch state prosecutors 
described as one of the most, 
savage offences ever prose¬ 
cuted by our counter-terrorism 
lawyers". 

Rigby's relatives, who had 
walked out of the trial several 
times during harrowing evi¬ 
dence about Ins death, broke 
down in tears as the guilty ver¬ 
dicts were given 

Adebolajo kissed Ins copy 
of the Koran as he was taken 
down to the cells at the Old 
Bailey court m London 

J ur ors cl e are d Ad eb oi aj o 
and Adebowale of the at¬ 
tempted murder of a police of¬ 
ficer. 

The pair were shot by armed 
police at the murder scene in 



Woolwich, south east London, 
after Adebolajo charged at 
them waving the meat cleaver, 
while Adebowale raised a 
rusty, unloaded gun. 

The killers, both Britons 
who were raised by Nigerian 
Christian families before con¬ 
verting to Islam, may not be 
sentenced until January. 

Tire court he ard that th ey b e - 
lieved they were "soldiers of 
All air" who were avenging the 
deaths of Muslims, but the 
judge ruled oil Tuesday that 
this could not be used as a de¬ 
fence. 

Minutes after the murder, 
Adebolajo, still wielding the 
cleaver and with his hands 
covered with blood, told on¬ 
lookers the attack was "an eye 
for an eye". 

Rigby's family said justice 
had been done, but "no amount 
of justice will bring Lee back" 

Relatives of Rigby said 
Isl am co ul d not b e hel d resp a n- 
sihle for Ins murder 
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Spain to ban e-cigarettes in 
hospitals, schools 



Chinese man's leg proves 
handy solution after arm 
severed 



MADRID (AFP) - Spam will 
ban electronic cigarettes from 
public places like hospitals and 
schools because of their possi¬ 
ble health risks, the gov em¬ 
inent said. 

"The goal is to protect peo¬ 
ple's health and avoid possible 
adverse effects," Health Min¬ 
ister Ana Mato said in a state¬ 
ment 

Hie ban on the use of the 
battery-powered devices, 
which contain liquid nicotine 
that is turned into a vapour 
when inhaled, will also apply 
to health centres, public ad¬ 
ministration buildings and 
public transport 

The healtli ministry reached 
an agreement to impose re¬ 
strictions on the use of e-ciga¬ 
rettes with the heal tli 
departments of Spain's 17 au¬ 
tonomous regional govern¬ 
ments, which are responsible 
for healthcare, at a meeting m 
Madrid 

Spam already bans minors 
from usmg e-cigarettes 

Under Spain's anti-tobacco 
law, one of the strictest in Eu¬ 
rope, smoking is banned in 
bars, restaurants, discotheques, 
casinos, airports as well as in 
outside places such as outside 
hospitals and children's play¬ 
grounds 

Governments around the 
world have struggled with how 
to regulate e-cigarettes since 
their emergence and growing 
p op ul an ty in r ec ent y ears 

Supporters claim they are a 
less dangerous alternative to 


regular cigarettes and a valu¬ 
able tool in helping smokers to 
quit. 

However, the World Health 
Organisation has advised 
against them, saying their po¬ 
tential health risk "remains un¬ 
determined". 

In October European law¬ 
makers rejected a bid to clas¬ 
sify e-cigarettes as medicinal 


LONDON (AFP) - Anglo- 
Swedish drugs firm As¬ 
traZeneca said Thursday it will 
buy Bristol-Myers Squibb's 
stake in their diabetes venture 
for up to $4 1 billion (3.0 bil¬ 
lion euros). 

" AstraZ enee a t d d ay an - 
nounoed an agreement under 
which AstraZeneca will ac¬ 
quire the entirety of Bristol- 
Myers Squibb 1 s interests m the 
companies' diabetes alliance 
for an initial consideration of 
12.7 billion on completion and 
up to $1.4 billion in regulatory, 
launch and sales-related pay¬ 
ments, 11 it said in a statement 


products, which would have 
restricted then sale to pharma¬ 
cies. 

But European Union states 
and lawmakers agreed on 
Wednesday to regulate nico¬ 
tine content in both die devices 
and refills will be regulated. 

About seven million Euro¬ 
peans have turned to e-ciga¬ 
rettes in the last four years. 


Following completion of 
the transaction, AstraZeneca 
will own intellectual property 
and global rights for the devel¬ 
opment, manufacture and 
commercialization of the dia¬ 
betes business 

"Today 1 s announcement re¬ 
in forces AstraZeneca's long¬ 
term commitment to diabetes, 
a core strategic area for us and 
an important platform for re- 
tumin g AstraZeneca to 
growth" 

London-listed AstraZeneca 
added that diabetes was a key 
focus for the company, partic¬ 
ularly m emerging markets 
11 Di ab ete s i s r api dly b ec om - 
mg a global challenge of epi¬ 
demic proportions that is 
expected to affect more than 
550 million people by 2030," 
Soriat said. 

"In recent years we've 
worked with our alliance part¬ 
ners at Bristol-Myers Squibb 
to develop an innovative port¬ 
folio of non-insulin anti-dia¬ 
betic medicines that help 
address the needs of these pa¬ 
tients. - 


BEIJING (AFP) - Doctors in 
China kept a man's severed 
hand alive for a month by at¬ 
taching it to Ins leg, before 
restoring it to its usual posi¬ 
tion, a report said. 

The 25-year-old, identified 
by his nickname Xiao Wei, had 
his right hand sawn off by a 
drilling machine at work last 
month m Changde, in the cen¬ 
tral province of Hunan, the Xi¬ 
ao xiang Morning Herald said. 

Hie damage was too severe 
to re-attach the hand immedi¬ 
ately, so surgeons in the 
provincial capital Changsha 
grafted it onto his lower leg. 


just above Ins Achilles tendon, 
to keep it alive while the heal¬ 
ing process began 

Severed limbs can be saved 
if their blood supply is restored 
within several hours of their 
amputation, depending on the 
circumstances 

Earlier this month, doctors 
removed the hand and success¬ 
fully reattached it to Xiao 
Wei's arm in a nine-hour oper¬ 
ation, said the newspaper 
He will have to go through 
several further operations and 
rehabilitation therapy to re¬ 
store the limb's function, it 
added 
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Soul of Rolling Stones, Keith Richards, turns 70 
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NEW YORK (AFP) - The Rolling Stones 1 
Keith Richards hit 70 Wednesday with an¬ 
other tour on tiie horizon, and probably a 
smirk for everyone who would not have bet 
he would make it this far in a life of excess. 

The unmatched guitar legend isn't just hit¬ 
ting 70 - like Mick dagger did in August. He 
is also celebrating his 30th wedding an¬ 
niversary with former mode} Patti Hanson, 
with whom he has two daughters. He also 
has three children with the Italian actress 
Anita Patfenberg. With his trademark ban¬ 
dana tied around his head, open shirt and 
face wrinkled by years of hard partying and 
struggles with addiction, Richards 1 image incarnates pure, undiluted rock and roll. 
Richards hits the road with fellow bandmates Mick Jagger, Charlie Watts and Ronnie 
Wood plus special guest Mick Taylor, who played with the group from 1SG9 to 1974, 
on its "14 on Fire" tour that debuts February 21 in Abu Dhabi. 


A&E’s Duck Dynasty 
Controversy 


HEW YORK - Phil Robert¬ 
son's was pm on "indefinite 
hiatus" by A&E from die hit re¬ 
ality show after making anti- 
gay remarks in GQ magazine. 

Following intense criticism 
from gay rights groups and oth¬ 
ers, A&E announced that the 
patriarch of the duck-hunting 
family had been placed on "in¬ 
definite hiatus 1 * following Ins 
comments. 

A source close to the show 
tells FOX41I that even if 
Robertson apologized, at tins 
point, A&E is done with him 

According to the source, 
given that "Duck Dynasty" 
fa oasts such a big cast, losing a 
cast member won't prevent 
them from moving ahead with 
the papular senes, even if it 
ends up being fashioned as 
more of a !f spin-off." But the 
creative team still faces some 
major problems as Pinl is ulti¬ 
mately the leader of the family 
and the source of many "words 
of wisdom" parlayed to the 
grandkids. He is also the 
founder of the multi-million 
dollar Duck Commander busi¬ 
ness the show features, and 
thus his absence is likely going 
to hurt 

"Hiere isn't, a network out 
there that would do tilings dif¬ 
ferently, with all their major 
corporate conglomerate ties, 
they'd all follow a similar 
course as Ae&E has," sad the 
source. "It's likely the begin¬ 
ning of the end for ‘Duck Dy¬ 
nasty/" 

Tins isn't the first time A&E 
has had to contend with re¬ 
marks made by one of its stars. 


In 2007, the network halted 
pro du cti on o f “ D o g the B aunty 
Hunter" after audio tapes re¬ 
vealed head honcho Duane 
Chapman repeatedly using the 
H-word The media exposure 
resulted in Chapman issuing a 
public apology Three months 
later, when the outrage had sim¬ 
mered, the network announced 
the program would return 
Many fans want to see 
Robertson similarly reinstated. 
AtfeE is facing threats of audi¬ 
ence boycotts and outrage from 
devoted fans of the show since 
it made the decision to suspend 
Robertson, with many calling it 
an act against freedom of 
speech and those who hold tra- 
dih anal Chn sti an v allies. There 
are also 14 million "Duck Dy¬ 
nasty* lovers who tune in every 
week to hear the Christian fam¬ 
ily do their dung - a huge audi¬ 
ence to possibly upset 


New Oscars logo puts spotlight on 


Academy 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - The 
body behind the Oscars has 
unveiled a new logo that it 
hopes will focus more atten¬ 
tion on the organisation's 
wider work in addition to Hol- 
lywoad's biggest trophy fest 

Tire prestigious Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sci¬ 
ences, whose 15,000 or so 
members choose who gets the 
prized golden statuettes every 
year, is aiming to highlight its 
year-round work supporting 
filmmakers, showcasing cin¬ 
ema and fostering talent. 

The old logo featured the 
distinctive Oscar silhouette 
against a gold aval The new 
one creates a large capital "A" 
that surrounds Tinseltown's 


most coveted little man. 

“This design gives the 


Academy a presence in its own 
logo for the first tune, and un¬ 
derscores our efforts to support, 
creative aits and sciences year- 
round,* said the Academy's 
marketing chief Christina 
Kounelias. 

The Academy, which next 
month will unveil its nominees 
for Hollywood's annual awards 
fest on March 2, used design 
studio 1 SOLA to 'Create the new 
look. 

Hie logo "transformed the 
visual balance from not only 
representing the Oscars, but 
now it's veiy much about the 
Academy," said ISO LA's chief 
of design Richard Harrington, 
who is based out of Britain. 

As well as organizing the 
Academy Awards, the Beverly 
Hills-based body runs events 
and exhibitions, provides 
grants and support, holds 
archives and fosters research 
into the history of cinema, 
among other activities 

Tire organization is due Id 
open an Academy Museum in 
2017. 
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Bed-sharing Sweden advises against infants in 
parental bed 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) - Swe¬ 
den, one of the countries where 
bed-sharing between parents 
and infants is most wide¬ 
spread, issued advice Wednes¬ 
day against the practice for 
new-born babies warning a fan 
increased risk of cot death 
"It's important that children 
under three months sleep m 
their own beds," Kerstm Nord- 
strand at the National So ai d of 
Health and Welfare told AFP 
She said the recommenda¬ 
tion was "new", since themsti- 
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ENGLISH 
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A 20Dl study published in 
the paediatric journal Early 
Human Development showed 
that ()5 percent of three-month- 
old Swedish babies slept with 
their parents, the highest rate 
in the Western world. 

A report published by the 
British Medical Journal which 
analysed nearly 1,500 sudden 
infant deaths revealed that 22 
percent took place while the 
baby slept in the parental bed. 

According to professor of 
medical statistics, Bob Carpen¬ 
ter, who was responsible for 
the study, the risk of cot death 
for babies sleeping with their 
parents was multiplied by five 
compared to those wfiD slept 
alone. 

Other countries including 
France and the United States 
recommend sleeping in the 
same room as the new-born, 
but not m the same bed 


Scientists 'print' new 
eye cells 

LONDON - Scientists say 
they have been able to suc¬ 
cessfully print new eye cells 
that could be used to treat 
sight loss. The pro of-of-prin¬ 
ciple work in the journal Bio¬ 
fabrication was carried out 
using animal cells. The Cam¬ 
bridge University team says 
it paves the way for grow- 
y our-own therapies for people with damage to the light-sensitive layer of tissue at back 
of the eye - the retina. At the moment the results are preliminary and show that an 
inkjet printer can be used to print two types of cells from the retina of adult rats—gan¬ 
glion cells and glial cells. These are the cells that transmit information from the eye to 
certain parts of the brain, and provide support and protection for neurons. The printed 
cells remained healthy and retained their ability to survive and grow in culture. They 
now plan to attempt to print other types of retinal cells, including the light-sensitive 
photoreceptors - rods and cones. Scientists have already been able to reverse blind¬ 
ness in mice using stem cell transplants. And there is promising work into electronic 
retina implants implants in patients. 




tutron had previously only ad- 
vised against new-b ams si eep - 
mg in tiie same room as a 
smoker or m the same bed 
with a parent under the influ¬ 
ence of drugs or alcohol 
The information was first 
published by Swedish medical 
newspaper Dagens Median, 
which cited a paediatrics pro¬ 


fessor at Gothenburg Univer¬ 
sity. 

“It has been dear in the re¬ 
search in recent years that co¬ 
st eepmg is a risk factor in 
Sudden Infant Death Syn¬ 
drome, 11 professor Goeran 
Wennergren told the paper 

The practice is reportedly 
widespread in Sweden 


Friday, December 20. 2013 

200 cars 
stolen in 
Germany 
'now 

owned by 
Tajik elite* 

BERLIN (AFP) - About 200 
cars stolen in Germany have 
been tracked down in Tajik¬ 
istan, where most are now 
driven by family and fir ends of 
President Emomali Rakhmon, 
media and officials in Berlin 
said Thursday 

The case of die German-reg¬ 
istered cars, including 92 
BMWs located via their GPS 
systems, has caused friction 
between Germany and the 
Central Asian country, mass- 
circulation daily Bild reported. 

The German foreign min¬ 
istry did not confirm it. had 
called m the Tajik ambassador 
over the case, but a spokes¬ 
woman said "there have been 
talks with the Tajik side on co¬ 
operation in fighting organised 
crime". 

The Tajik embassy denied as 
'completely unfounded" the 
charge that stolen German cars 
had ended up with the presi¬ 
dent's family, saying the claim 
aimed "to damage die reputa¬ 
tion of die nation and the head 
of state". 

Berlin city justice depart¬ 
ment spokeswoman Lisa Jam 
said the stolen cars were lo¬ 
cated in Tajikistan by the 
“Westwind" task force of Ger¬ 
man and Lithuanian investiga¬ 
tors, mostly using die vein cl es 1 
GPS tracking systems 

"Most of the vehicles are in 
the possession of people who 
have business or family ties 
with she family of' the Tajik 
president," Heilmann wrote to 
the foreign minister at the 
time, said Jan 

Tajikistan said it had ‘asked 
die German authorities to pro¬ 
vide information from its data¬ 
base of stolen ears to Tajikistan 
authorities to prevent, their ille¬ 
gal import into the territory of 
the Republic of Tajikistan. 
However, tins has not hap¬ 
pened." 
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Corruption top foe in 
developing countries 
World Bank 


Spain watchdog fines 
Googie for privacy 
* violations 9 


MADRID (AFP) - Spam's data 
protection watchdog ordered 
US Internet giant Google on 
Thursday to pay a 900,000- 
euro fine far “serious via la- 
do ns" of users' privacy. 

Hie Hp amsh Data Protection 
Agency accused the papular 
search provider of "illegal pro¬ 
cessing of personal data" ob¬ 
tained from users of various 
services such as Gaogle email 
accounts. 

It ordered Google to pay 
300.000 euros ($410,000) for 
each of three counts a f breach¬ 
ing Spain's data protecti on law 
and ordered it to bring its pri¬ 
vacy policy m line with legal 
norms 

It said Google's privacy pol¬ 
icy did not clearly inform users 
of how it uses data collected, 
for example information from 
emails that is gathered to gen¬ 
erate targeted advertising 

It also accused Googie of 
keeping the data for longer 
tlian is legally justified and of 
making it difficult for users to 
query the use of their data. 

Go o gl e has rep eate dly stat ed 
that its privacy p olicy resp ects 
European law, despite investi¬ 
gations m several countries 

Authorities in Germany 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


Italy, The Netherlands and 
Britain have also opened par¬ 
allel procedures against 
Gaogle. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
World Bank chief Jim Yong 
Kim said Thursday that cor¬ 
ruption was the tap problem 
faced by developing countries 
as he unveiled a new weapon 
to root out graft 

“In the developing world, 
corruption is public enemy 
number one," Kim said at a 
conference at World Bank 
headquarters in Washington 

“Every dollar that a corrupt 
official or a corrupt business 
p er son puts in their p octet i s a 
dollar stolen from a pregnant 
woman who needs health care; 
or from a girl or a boy who de¬ 
serves an education “ 

Kim said tlie private sector 
should be "part of the solu¬ 
tion." 

“Oil, gas, and mining firms 
are increasingly disclosing 
their contracts with govern¬ 
ments, - he said, providing "a 


chance 11 to monitor the activi¬ 
ties of both corporate and pub¬ 
lic officials 

Kim announced that the 
World Bank will create a sin¬ 
gle pool of technical experts in 
rule of law, public sector, fi¬ 
nancial and state management, 
and public procurement as a 
major tool to fight corruption. 

hi 1996. the World Bank for 
the first time intensified its 
anti-corruption focus, calling 
it a "cancer" for poor coun¬ 
tries. 

“Cancer can be cured," Kim 
said 

He said the World Bank was 
making strides in weeding it. 
out. For example, he said, 
"when corruption threatened 
to derail a critical power proj¬ 
ect for southern African coun¬ 
tries, the World Bank 
intervened, preventing more 
than $6 million dollars from 


being misused " 

Other major instances in¬ 
clude the World Bank's can¬ 
cellation of a $1.2 billion 
credit for the construction of a 
bridge in Bangladesh in June 
20L2 after finding evidence of 
a high-level corruption con¬ 
spiracy among Bangladeshi 
government officials and ex¬ 
ecutives of frNC Lavahn, a 
Canadian multinational, in 
connection with die project 

SMC Lav aim was banned 
from any World Bank contract 
for 10 years. 

In another high-profile in¬ 
stance, m February 2012, two 
units of French group Alstom 
had to pay a combined 59 5 
million in restitution and and 
were excluded from any Bank 
contract for three years for 
bribing officials in Zambia in 
relation to a Bank-financed 
hydropower project. 


Zuckerberg sells as Facebook offers new 



NEW YORK (AFP) - Face- 
book chief Mark Zuckerberg 
will sell a chunk of lus stake in 
the company, cashing in some 
$2.3 billion, as part of a new 
share offering by the huge so¬ 
cial network 

A Facebook filing Thursday 
said the company would sell 
70 million shares in a follow- 
on offering to die huge initial 
public offering m May 2012. 

Of die total amount, Zucker¬ 
berg will sell around 41 mil¬ 
lion shares, mainly to satisfy 
Ins tax obligations, the com¬ 
pany said in a statement. 

Tlie 27 million new shares at 
Facebook's latest closing price 
of $55.57 would raise some 


$1 5 billion for die company 
"for working capital and other 
general corporate purposes," 
die statement said 

Zuckerberg's sale will have 
little impact on his control of 
the company he co-founded 
from his Harvard University 
dormitory. 

He owns an estimated 29 
percent of Facebook capital, 
but based on the dual classes of 
stock, he will still hold 56.1 
percent of the voting rights 
after the new offering, down 
from 53 3 percent. 

With Uie proxies lie holds 
for other shareholders, Zueker- 
berg will control 62 S percent 
of the voting rights after die 
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new offering, down from 65.2 
percent 

The company said Zucker¬ 
berg will exercise Ins option to 
purchase 60 million Class B 
shares and then convert the 
shares to Class A for the sale 
Each Class A share has one 
voting right while Class B 
shares have 10 voting lights 
Another early Facebook in¬ 
vestor, entrepreneur Marc An¬ 
dreessen will sell some 1.6 
million shares in the offering 
The filing with the Securi¬ 
ties and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion al so no tes that Zuckerb erg 
plans to donate IS million 
shares to an unspecified bene¬ 
ficiary. He and his wife 
Priscilla last year gave a simi¬ 
lar' amount to a Silicon Valley 
foundation. 

One of the reasons for the 
new Facebook offering is to 
meet expected demand with 
Facebook being added to the 
Standard &. Poor's 5 00 index. 
That requires portfolio man¬ 
agers who own the sta ck index 
to buy Facebook shares. 

Being added to the ScfeP 500 
comes at the end Df a year in 
which Facebook climbed out 
from the wreckage Df its 
much-hyped but quickly 
panned stock market debut 
early in 2012. Facebook has 
been on an upward cycle since 
earnings showed a jump in 
mobile advertising revenue 
Zuckerberg's net worth was 


estimated by Forbes magazine 
at $19 billion at the end of Sep¬ 
tember, making him the 25th 
richest person in the United 
States and 66tli wealthiest in 
the world. 

Facebook stock fell by more 
than half after the 2 D12 IPO at 
$33, but have doubled since 
August and hit record highs m 
recent weeks. In early trade 
Thursday, the stock was down 
1.6 percent at $54 65. 

The world's leading online 
social network reported profit 
of $425 million m the quarter 
that ended on September 30, 
compared with a loss a year 
earlier. Revenues rose sharply 
to $2 016 billion 

Facebook earlier tilts week 
began serving up video ads that 
pop up and play when users 
check their news feeds. The 
leading online social network 
said it is testing the new adver¬ 
tising technique this week with 
a clip teasing the new film "Di¬ 
vergent." 

Analysts at Bank of Am er¬ 
ica 1 'Merrill Lynch estimated 
til at video ads could generate a 
10 to 15 percent lift in revenues 
for Facebook. 

The consultancy eMarketer 
said Facebook has become the 
second largest seller of digital 
advertising behind Google, and 
that Facebook will take in 7.4 
percent of net US digital ad dol¬ 
lars, or $3 17 billion, in 3D 13. 























































































12 


Friday, December 20. 2013 


THE MORNING NEWS /comics & crossword 




PICKLES 
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t?i£?A ll -meoTHtR 
LAUGH ACT 
MPO WrtEH VOU 
lAie(?£ LITTLE T 



MOMMA 


1 PLAY VOU-EY- 
&ALL TO&AY IhtSTE^POF 

1V WORbC?* 



z 


nZAhi£t& YOU 
AK& NO UOM<S£FZ 
A OHIL-Dk 7 



f lumws / *a9%iamsLavz 



CALVIN and HOBBES 

KiflR Santq, 

hetio, I c^LviH’s ntw 
BapV BRcrtU&R . WfeCviLLfe 


is a LVJt Ot 1 Hmi- 
t ’rlAMt GoR <WRi^ 

?LE^'I£ l (taMt QjfrHM'it Istf 
with TtVERt mftt- 'Wf 

*4* THIS H^u^t M“W, 



CROSSWORD 


see our webside: 
www.ttoem ornin@newsaruba.com 



CROSSWORD 


) 


ACROSS 
1 Building 
locations 
6 Secret 
emissary 
& T_ T wist" 
(Dickens) 

11 Coirs 
father 

12 Italian 
cheese 

13 Wagon 
pullers 

14 Seth’s 
mom 

15 Seer’s 


cards 

17 Cincinnati 
players 

15 Adam’s 
son and 
name¬ 
sakes 

20 Member of 
a coven 

22 Scale 

24 Subsides 

29 Columnist 

Hedda __ 

30 Jackie O’s 
second 
husband 


T 

£ 

3 

<* 



12 



14 ' 



17 




31 Baseball’s 
Winfield 

32 Doesn't 
dine out (2 
wds.) 

34 Ceases to 
exist 

35 Giving the 
pink slip 

36 Transgress 

37 Copen¬ 
hagen 
natives 

DOWN 

1 More achy 

2 “_Paris" 

(2 wds.) 

T 



3 Used a 
stopwatch 

4 One Gabor 

5 Delivered 
e-mail 

6 “The_ 

Sense" 
(1999 film) 

7 Printer’s 
machine 

S Great 
longing 

to Little 
piggy’s 
dinner (2 
wds.) 

11 Assuaga 

16_room 

16 Steals 

21 Brat 

22 Seat 

23 Romeo, 
e.g. 

25 Wash bowl 

26 Salty water 

27 Vocalizes 

29 Bug spray 

brand 

31 Eisen¬ 
hower’s 
in its. 

33 Singing 
syllable 




DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Dec. 14 - Dec. 21 


O'stad : 1 Botica Oduber 1 - S.N: f San Lucas 




Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDOSOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Teh 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horatio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 52 74000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At An&t) Meetings 

Mondays G-7pfn 
5cibuna Liber 8 jfi NOord 
Tel: 5673356 f 5338966 


Sudokw 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 



Delicious Breakfast 

--A favorite stop for a great 
burger far lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer same of die best 
breakfast bargains to be found 
in Palm Beach Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Wall sever are living 
their dream a home on para¬ 


dise while welcoming 
all and sundry to their 
proud undertaking, 5 
Burgers Aruba. The cou¬ 
ple's fanatical dedication 
to giving their customers 
what they really want 
has resulted in a unique 
menu horn an interna¬ 
tionally known franchise 
with a “5", winch now 
includes breakfast. 

“You never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 
first impression," be¬ 
lieves Aaron. Upon en¬ 
tering 5 Burgers Aruba 
in The Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, one is 
struck by utterly spotless 
surroundings and a smil¬ 
ing, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, 
the main item on the menu 
is burgers-the way they were 
meant t.o be, thick and juicy, 
made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

However, beginning at 


Sam, patrons can now order 2 
eggs any style (omelets with 3 
fillings are $7 99) and toast for 
a price of only 14.99 or All 
You Can Eat Pancakes for 
$6.99! Anew plate called the 
"Home Run" comes with 2 
eggs, bacon or sausage, 2 pan¬ 
cakes, toast ife home fires - for 
only $9.99! Best of all - un¬ 
limited coffee or tea - that is, 
refill able and never ending is 
only $ 79! Breakfast is served 
from Sam until noon. Famous 
for their flies made from fresh 
potatoes, Aaron has been 
working for months on devis¬ 
ing the most irresistible home 
fires recipe, chunky and tender 
with skins still on; after much 
testing and tasting, he got the 
thumbs up from his harshest 
critic, Rosie, so tins is another 
treat you have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
s amp 1 e their fam o u s sp eci ally 
items such as the Gouda, 
Farmer's or Man Burger (al¬ 
most. 12 ounces of choice 


beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons' secret-recipe 
crispy onion rings. Ail of these 
can be persanahzed with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peho pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
co st 

5 Burger portions are 



ENORMOUS i Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 
fries is enough to be shared by 
two. He was very amused to 


watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fired potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment “He stole my 
recipe!" 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you’ll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fires 
without it Tins same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the 
ideal gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now op en 
early until 10-ish ftimday- 
Thursday ; and until 3am 
on Friday & Saturdays, 
Delivery* is available to 
most Hotels and most 
beaches! Enjoy a great 
lunch without ever leaving 
tlie beach by calling 5S6- 
3904. However, w r e sug¬ 
gest you stop by and enjoy 
their authentic, heartfelt 
hospitality , it is not unusual 
for either owner to sit and 
chat, sharing their knowledge 
of the island while making 
sure patrons are happy with 
their meal. 


Gold Coast Aruba: This is the time 



-- Management of Gold Coast. 
Aruba, the island's newest and 
mast innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been veiy good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking Ed 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage o f owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

"The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home" m 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island," 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of' 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malm ok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba's most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over tune. It is only 
minutes to the besE beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 



away; we are very pleased by 
tire response to our concept." 

Fito, with Ins sister Mayrin 
and brofiler Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, winch has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for neahy twenty years “Gold 
C d ast Arab a l s the j ewel m our 
crown," observes Fito “We 
were veiy excited about tins 
proj eet and die scop e a f actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there ” 

Input fiom frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own h ome m Anib a co n- 
tnbuted to the realization of 
Go 1 d G o as t Arub a win cli when 


complete will be a community 
of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas, The Clubhouse is 
about to stall construction and 
will offer Ed the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mins-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement's rental services pro¬ 
gram. Tliere is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 


ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, any and spacious, taking 
frill advantage of file island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables dev elopers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is avail able or island 
designers will assist owners m 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes 

Tliere are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 


investment To further en¬ 
hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agement han/e inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
Dwn rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
’villas, 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision Aside fiom 
ail tins, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
aval able as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www, 
gohkoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 5SS-22GQ to arrange a 
personal tour. 
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Your Scu/rco fOrftfCoJ jtpwvs In 


Cnya G.F. Betlco Cross HIT. SB 3-3 51 7 ft 5889518. 


Your Sourc e for Local News in English 

ADVERTISE 

in THE MORNING NEWS! 

Call office NOW @ 5889517 or 



Email: themorn ingnewsaru ba@gma il.com 

Pick up your printed copy from MON. — SAT. at different 

locations ait over the island or 

visit us online: WWW.th0morningnowsaruba.com 

Cay a G.F. Betico Croes 111 


World Cup 2014 

profile: The Netherlands 




The Netherlands positively 
cruised into tire finals of Brazil 
2014, coming through as Eu¬ 
rope's the joint-top point scor¬ 
ers. 

The Netherlands is in Group 
B - to gether with Sp am, Chile 
and Australia. 

Coach: Louis Van Gaal - Van 
Gaal, 62 , began his second 
sp ell as co ach of die Dutch na¬ 
tional team, replacing Bert van 
Marwijk, after the last Euro¬ 
pean Championship and wtll 
retire after the tournament in 
Brazil 

He had faded to take the 
Netherlands to the 2DOC finals 
in Asia but made sure of re¬ 
demption by steenug the squad 
through a near flawless cam¬ 
paign. 

A strict disciplinarian. Van 
Gaal made ins name at Ajax 
Amsterdam where he won the 
Champions League in 1995 
before winning two Spanish ti¬ 
tles with Barcelona 

He also won the Bundesliga 


with Bayern Munich in 2D 10 
but was fired before tire end of 
the next season 
The key players 
Hie likes of Nigel de Jong, 
Aijen Rob ben, Robin van Per- 
sie, Wesley Kneijder and 
Rafael van der Vaart are still 
regulars after leading roles m 
helping the Dutch to reach the 
2010 final. 

However, coach Louis van 
Gaal has overhauled the team 
m the wake of a disappointing 
Euro 2012 tournament in 
Poland and Ukraine, where the 
highly fancied Dutch lost all 
three of their group games 

Van Gaal lost liis first game 
back in charge but has gone 17 
matches without defeat since a 
4-2 friendly loss to Belgium 

They eased competently 
through their qualifying group 
as they won nine of their 10 
matches, scaling 24 goals and 
conceding just five. 

Top place was secured away 
in the restricted confines of the 


tiny stadium in Andorra with 
two matches still to play 
The Dutch campaign in¬ 
cluded an 3-1 home thumping 
of Hungary and impressive 
away victories in Bucharest 
and Istanbul but recent friend¬ 
lies have shown up some 
weaknesses although Van Gaal 
has not been scared to give 
teenage talent like Memphis 
Depay a run m the team 
Previous appearances: 9 
(1934, 1938, 1974, 1978, 

1990, 1994, 1998, 2006, 2010) 
Best p erforman c es: Run - 
tiers up 1974, 1978, 2010. 



FIFA WORLD CUP 

Brasil 





COPPER MOUNTAIN, CO-(AFP) Shaun White competes 
during qualifying for the mens FIS Snowboard Slopestyle 
World Cup at U.S. Snowboarding and Freeskiing Grand 
Prix yesterday in Copper Mountain, Colorado. 


BARCELONA (AFP) -Barcelona's Brazilian guard Marcelo 
Huertas |R| vies with Budivelnik Kiev's Andriy Lebedint- 
sev during the Euroleague basketball match FC 
Barcelona vs Budivelnik Kiev at Palau Slaugrana sports 
hall in Barcelona yesterday. 


ISTANBUL (AFP) - Real Madrid's Sergio Rodriguez (L) 
dribbles as Anadolu Efes 1 Bogus Bafbay tries to block 
him during the group B Euroleague basketball match be¬ 
tween Anadolu Efes Istanbul and Real Madrid yesterday 
at the Abdi Ipekci Arena in Istanbul. 
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CLUB & CASINO 

Eagle Beach 
Tel: 66042 51 


If it is a sport we will show it! 


NBAs Late rally lifts Neat over 
Pacers 


NFL: Seahawks 1 
Browner banned 
indefinitely over drug 
violation 



MIAMI (AFP) - MBA champi¬ 
ons Miami made it clear 
Wednesday that they won't 
concede Eastern Conference 
supremacy to the Indiana Pac¬ 
ers without a fight 

LeBroil Janies and the Heat 
outs cored the Pacers 12-2 in 
the final three minutes ta rally 
for a 97-34 victory m a duel 
between the East's top two 
teams. 

R.ay Allen drained a go- 
ahead tin ee-pointer with 59.5 
seconds left to play as the Heat 
finally got some long-range 
shots to fall when it mattered. 

The Heat, who came into the 
contest shooting 3S.d percent 
from three-point range, missed 
their first nine from beyond Hie 
arc before connecting on five 
of their last 12 attempts. 
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The Heat trailed by as many 
as 15 m the third, but Chris 
Bosh's three-painter knotted 
the score at 92-92 and Allen's 
trey with just under a minute to 
play put Miami up 95-92. It. 
was their first lead since the 
first quarter, and they wouldn't 
trail again 

Two free throws by Indi¬ 
ana's David West trimmed the 
deficit to 95-94 with 44.4 sec¬ 
onds to play, and. Chns Ander¬ 
son missed on Miami's next 
possession 

Hie Pacers had the ball, hut. 
George Hill's poor pass in¬ 
tended far Paul George was 
grabbed by James and after a 
Pacers foul, Allen added two 
free throws for Miami 

George was off-target with a 


three-pointer that would have 
tied it up with four seconds re¬ 
maining. 

Dwyane Wade led the Heat 
with 32 points, James, playing 
oil a sore left ankle, added 24 
and Bosh chipped in 15. 

Miami downed the Pacers in 
an epic seven-game Eastern 
Conference finals battle last 
season en route to a second 
straight NBA crown 

Last week, the Pacers, who 
lead the Eastern Conference 
with a record of 2D-5, used a 
late surge to down the Heat m 
Indianapolis, and James ac¬ 
knowledged that despite the 
fact it's still relatively early m 
the season, the game had a 
playoff intensity. 


NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
NFL suspended Brandon 
Browner indefinitely on 
Wednesday after the Seattle 
Seahawks com aback lost his 
appeal of sanctions for violat¬ 
ing the league's drug policy. 

Browner had been facing a 
potential one-year ban as a 
se c on d -tim e o ffen der. 

NFL.com reported that he 
turned down an offer by the 
NFL to reduce the penalty and 
instead opted to fight the ver¬ 
dict 

When the appeal was de¬ 
nied, the league announced 
the indefinite suspension, 
meaning he could now be 
banned far more than 12 
months 

Browner had missed the 
last four regular-season games 
of 2012 after testing positive 
for a p er form ance - enh an cmg 


substance last year, returning 
far the Seahawks' two playoff 
games. 

This particular suspension 
reportedly stems from multi¬ 
ple missed drug tests, with 
Browner reportedly arguing 
that he was not notified af the 
tests. 

NFL com reported that the 
league was able ta document 
that Browner was notified of 
the tests in writing 

Browner signed with the 
Seahawks before the 2011 
season and started all 16 
games that year 

He earned a place in the 
Pro-Bowl with a season that 
included six interceptions -- 
two of them returned far 
touchdowns. 

This season he has played 
just, eight games as he battled 
a groin injury. 


Beltran, Yankees finalize 
$45M, 3-year contract 




NEW YORK - The New York Yankees officially signed 
eight-time Ail-Star outfielder Carlos Beltran to a three- 
year contract Thursday. Beltran, who will turn 37 in 
April, batted .236 with 24 homers and 84 RBI in 145 
games for the Cardinals last season. It was the final sea¬ 
son of a two- year, $26 million pact. The signing with the 
Yankees signals a return to New York for Beltran, who 
starred for the Mets from 2005-11 when he was under a 
$113 million deal. He was traded to the Giants just before 
the deadline in 2011. Over 16 major league seasons, Bel¬ 
tran has batted .283 with 358 homers and 1,327 RBE. He 
spent his first 6 1.2 seasons playing for Kansas City and 
was dealt to the Astros during the 2004 campaign before 
signing his big free-agent deal with the Mets, 
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Class 2a4 of 
Colegio EPI Economy 
best in dance results 




ORANJESTAD - Every year 
the EPI economy class puts on 
their traditional dance for the 
sub|ect of physical education, 
call ed m Dutch LL b ewe gingson - 
derwijsf (movement educa¬ 
tion) The students in the 
second year at EPI economy 
are required to work on and 
present a dance with their class 
in order to complete die mod¬ 
ule they are working on. 

The dance entails various 
rules that students must follow 
the dance must be within 5 to 
7 minutes, it must contain 1 
minute of folklore dance, 1 
minute of aerobics and a mini¬ 
mum of 5 different types of 
music. The entire class is re¬ 
quired to present the dance and 
they are required to compose 
their own music on a CD Six 
judges to judge their work are 
persons well versed in dance 
music, who will give the stu¬ 
dents a grade for their dance 


product. The teachers of phys¬ 
ical education, who organized 
the program, Andy Gomez and 
Glenn Lan.de, will give them a 
grade for the dance process 
Tins year there were seven 
classes to participate in the 
dance Class 2A4 resulted in 
obtaining the best results. On 
their “I Love Aruba 11 T-shirt 
they got the attention of the 
judges as well as the audience 
present. Every year tins dance 
of the EPI results m being very 
popular among the very EPi 
students, not to mention many 
others who come to see the 
performance They usually fill 
to capacity die Betioo Crocs 
Complex m Santa Cruz 
Congratulations to all dance 
students, but especially to class 
2A4 who won this year's per¬ 
formance. Also, congratula¬ 
tions to EPi Economy with 
your successful dance pro¬ 
gram. 
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MOKO RESIDENCE 2 

In Front of Arawa Park 


IQ ^ ■ 




Prices are 
excluding houses 
and are based on 
predetermined 
conditions. 

For more info 
please call; 

593-8033 

jose.marin@fcca.com 

AWG 140,- p/m 2 


Lots starting 


we 


Certain conditions are applicable, FCCA reserves the right of approval 




Football: 33 Bulgarian fans arrested 

SOFIA |AFP} -Thirty-three football fans of Sofia's bitter arch rivals Levski and CSKA 
were detained Thursday ahead of a Bulgarian Cup game between the two teams, the 
interior ministry said.Two of the supporters were arrested following a fight near the 
stadium, while the rest were detained for possession of drugs and for carrying knives 
and smoke bombs, which are banned in Bulgarian stadiums. Police also repeatedly 
prevented fans from clashing on their way to the game, the ministry added in a state¬ 
ment. Levski and CSKA, third and fourth respectively in the Bulgarian league, are the 
country's most popular teams and traditional arch-rivals, whose fans frequently organ¬ 
ise fights in and outside stadium s. Thursday's gam e ended in a win for Levski after the 
two reams drew 0-0 in normal time, necessitating extra time and a penalty shoot-out. 
Levski won the shoot-out 7-6. 





































































